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PREFACE. 


HE MM it pleaſed God, in his 
all-wiſe Providence, to touch 
ne in ſo very ſenſible and tender a Part, 
as All muſt allow the Death of an only 
and moſt hopeful Son to be, 21 
Thoughts were ſe oon turned to the Words 
if Job, Chap. i. Ver. 21. as a proper 
Subjeft for a Funeral Difeour/z on ſuch 
an Occaſion. And I am informed, that 
the greateſt Part of the Audi itory to 
Yor: I preached this Sermon, in the 
' Br dinary' Courſe of my M miftry among 
them, were much affected with it ; Many 
even to Tears: [ nſomuch that I have” 
been Ty ly deſired to publiſh it, as 
2 


| 
| 


iv PREFACE. 
I hat may be of Service to Parents inthe 


like Circumſtances with myſelf, and 1 
young Perſons ; and will oblige many 


of my Friends; to whom indeed, as I 


air 4 not, J, neither can I dons any 
thing which is in my Power. And I 
tale this Opportunity to return them 
my moſt fincere Thanks for the many 


fervent Prayers they put up on the Be- 


half. of my dear Child. And though 
God did not think fit to ſpare that Life, 
the Continuance of which for his Glory 
we ſo much deſired, yet I cannot but 
look on it as a moſt gracious Anſwer to 
Prayer, that use had ſuch abundant Ha- 
tisfa&ion with Reſpect to his Spiritual 


State during his Illneſs, and particu- 
larly in the laſt. A. of his . 


Ar it in a precious Odour on \ the | 


Memory, fo it is a refreſhing Comfort 


to myſelf in my Aftiftion, that he was 


made ſo happy as to pleaſe Every 


| * A to do with; to be ths rad 


loved 
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PREFACE. * 
loved By All who were acquainted with 
him; and that They who knew him beff 
were the fondeft of him. His Tutor, 
the Rev. Mr. John Walker at Plaiſ- 
terers Hall, ander whoſe Care he was 
about a Year and Half, had a parti- 
cular Affection for him on: account of 
his Capacity and Diligence. Mr. 
Marryat, with - whom he was upon 
Liking as a Clerk, had a- great Value 
for him. From à Child he loved Learn- 
ing, and knew the Holy Scriptures ; 
having been able to read a Chapter in 
the Bible at the Age of Three Years and 
Three Quarters. And Few young Per- 
ſons, I believe, take more Pleaſure in 


improving their Minds than he did. 


From theſe Conſiderations (in the 
Mention of which all tender Parents 
will eaſily indulge me) every gratious ' 
Heart will gather what a hard Piece 
of Work I had 20 deliver the following 
Sermon, eſpecially the latter Part of 

#. 
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it. But I defire to ble % God, who 
was in this Matter, (as indeed hs hath 
often been)) fo, much better to me than 
ny Fears. If An ſhall receive the 
haſt Advantage. 4 reading, as, I 
hope, Some have done by hearing it, it 
will, indeed, be ſowing in Tears and 
reaping in Joy, and a new Acceſſion of 
Comfort to me. under this fore Trial, 
this heavy Affliction. And I deſire, 
that All ſuch would bear me on:their 
Hearts wigs at the Throne of Grace, 


Little Kirby-ſtreet, * 
March 16, 1748-9. Foun 5. 
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Jos Chap. i. Ver. 21, 
The latter Part. 


The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
bleſſed be the Name of the Tl. 


7 IS too common for Perſons, when 
I the Hand of God is ſtretched out 
againſt them, and lies very heavily 

upon them, to imagine“ that their "Troubles 
are greater than thoſe of others, and to ſay 
with the Church, Is. there any Sorrow like to 
my Sorrow ? But if they read over this Chap- 


ter; herein our Text is, and conſider what 


Fob, that excellent. Perſon, and, eminent Ser- 
vant. of God, met with, they cannot but ſee 
what little Ground there is for ſuch a Con- 
cluſion againſt . themſelves, let their AMic- 
tions be what they may. Nay, . muſt not 
they bluſh and be TEES when they con- 
fider I in what manner be behaved, though the 
Burthens which they complain 10 much of, 
anch are ready to fink under, are by no means 
to be — with his? Have we loſt * 
. a 0 
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(8) 
of our worldly Subſtance? Job was ſtript of 


lll bis, though it was very great; for he had 


been the richeſt Man in that Part of the 
World. - Have we been deprived of a 
Child or two *-? He loſt all the Children he 
had; no leſs than Ten, ſeven Sons, and three 


Daughters ; ; and all this at once, by a ſudden 


and unexpected Stroke; the Houſe, i in which 
they were making merry, being blown down 
by a great Wind, and burying them in its 
Ruins. And yet, even at ſuch a Time as this, 
could the good Man worſhip God and bleſs 
his Name; ſaying, as in the Text, The Lord 


gave, Sc. He was ſenſible, that be brought 


Nothing with him into this World, and knew, 
he could carry Nothing out . And as it was 
the ſame God, who had both given to him, 
and taken from him, he deſited to praiſe his 
Name. 

1. The Lord gave. Tis God who gives . 
us whatever we have of the good Things of 
this Life. Every good Gift of a temporal 


Nature, as well as Apiritaal Gifts, which are 


much better, and will hereafter be perfected, 
7s from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of Lights } T. Tis he who giveth Power 70 *. 
Wealth. 

2. It was ; the Lord 41 bad taken a 


W hen we lofe Crextdre/Momſorms "Tis God 


takes 


* 1 buried another Son March the 17th, 3 
+ 1 Tim. vi. 7 t Jam. i. 17. 


KEMP 

takes them from us. Who or Whatever may 
be the Inſtruments, we ſhould look beyond 
them, and ſee the Hand of God. And fince 
Job was fully perſuaded this was the Caſe, 
we have the leſs Reaſon to wonder at what 
he adds, 

3. And laſtly, Blefſed be the Name of the 
Lord. So far was he from charging God 
fooliſhly, or finning with his Lips, that he had 
in bis Heart the higheſt Eſteem of God's in- 
finite Perfections, and praiſed. him with bis 
Mouth. | 

The Propofition from the Word is this, 

We ought to bleſs a. taking, as well as a 
giving God. Or thus, 

God's Name is to be praiſed, not only when 
we are under ſmiling, but likewiſe frowning 
Diſpenſations of Providence. This holds true 
with reſpect to every Kind of Trouble; as 
Croſſes and Diſappointments in the World; 
Want of Health or Eaſe, Cc. But I ſhall 
confine myſelf at preſent to the Loſs of near 
Relations, when God removes them from us 
by Death. 

r The Method in which I propoſe to handle 
A this Subject, is, 
; I. To ſhow what we are to underſtand by 
„ /:/fing God's Name at ſuch Times, 3 
d II. 27 0 prove the Propoſition, or make it ab- 
s Pear, that it is aur Duty to bleſs God, not only 
when he gives, but alſo _— he takes away. 
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III. To make ſome Application. 

I. 1 would ſhow what we are to under- 
ſtand by Sling God's Name at ſuch Times. 1 
ſuppoſe, I need not ſtand particularly to ſhew, 
that by the Name of Ged is meant God him- 
ſelf, or his glorious Perfections; nor, that by 
bleſſing God, we do not make him more bleſ- 
ſed than he is in himſelf, or add the. leaſt to 
his eſſential Glory and Happineſs. This all 
the Saints and Angels in Heaven are not ca- 
pable of doing. But we bleſs God's Name, 
when we aſcribe to him the Glory which - is bis 
Due, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to him . 

Here I would obſerve, 1. Bleſling God's 
Name on ſuch Occaſions doth not exclude 4 
becoming Grief at the Loſs of near and dear 
Relatives. But, 

2, it ſuppoſeth, that we are far from think- 
ing, and much farther from ſpeaking, hardly 
of God. 

3. We are not to bleſs God for ſuch Strokes 
in themſekves conſidered. But, 

4. And laſtly, We ſhould bleſs God, or 
praiſe his Name, at ſuch Times, becauſe we 
may be aſſured, if we are true Believers, that he 
deſigns to do us Good thereby, though we at pre- 
ſent, P. "0 cannot ſee how. 


1, Blefling 


+ Heb, xiii. 1 bY 
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1. Bleſſing God's Name on ſuch Occaſions 
doth not exclude a becoming Grief at the Loſs 
of near and dear Relatives. A Stoical Inſen- 
ſhility when we are thus exerciſed, is fo far 
from being an Attainment, or an Accompliſb- 
nent, that I ſhould look on it as a Fudgment ; 
and what we ſhould rather guard againſt, if 
in any Danger of it, than endeavour after. 
'Tis as criminal, if not more ſo, to deſpiſe 
the Chaſtening of the Lord, as to faint when 
we are rebuked of him 4. God is ſpeaking to us 
at ſuch Times. His Rod bath a Voice, and we 
ſhould defire to hear it, and What he, who hath 
appointed it, would have us learn thereby +. 
God is contending with us, and we ſhould ſe- 
riouſly enquire wherefore it is. And if we are 
not quite blind, we ſhall ſoon ſee, there is a 
Cauſe, and that this Cauſe is Sin. | 

We may weep ; nay, I think, it becometh us 
to be ſo concerned, when it is thus with us; 
and it would look as if we were void of na- 
tural Affection, if we were not. It is an im- 
moderate Sorrow only which is forbidden ; that 
is, when we fo far indulge it, as thereby to 
unfit ourſelves for the Duties which are in- 
cumbent on us. When Sarah died, we are 
told, Abrabam mourned for her x. And Jacob, 
though he had Eleven other Sons living, wept 
exceedingly, when he thought TFoſeph was 
dead ; being made to believe by his other Sons, 

who 


r Heb. xii. 85. + Mic. vi. 9. Gen. xxiii. 2, 
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III. To make ſome Application. 

I. F would ſhow what we are to under- 
ſtand by bl:jmg God's Name at ſuch Times. 1 
d I need not ſtand particularly to ſhew, 
that by the Name of God is meant God him- 
ſelf, or his glorious Perfections; nor, that by 
bleſſing God, we do not make him more bleſ- 
ſed than he is in himſelf, or add the. leaſt to 
his eſſential Glory and Happineſs. This all 
the Saints and Angels in Heaven are not ca- 
pable of doing. But we bleſs God's Name, 
when we aſcribe to him the Glory which. is bis 
Due, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſeiving to him +. 

Here I would obſerve, 1. Bleſſing God's 
Name on ſuch Occaſions doth not exclude 2 
becoming Grief at the Loſs of near and dear 
Relatives. But, 

2, It ſuppoſeth, that we are far from think- 
ing, and much farther from ſpeaking, hardly 
of God. 

3. We are not to bleſs God for ſuch Strokes 
in themſelves conſidered. But, 

4. And laſtly, We ſhould bleſs God, or 
praiſe his Name, at ſuch Times, becauſe we 
may be aſſured, if we are true Believers, that he 
deſigns to do us Good thereby, though we at pre- 
ſent, p-rtaps, cannot ſee 50 w. | 


1. 1. Blefling 


+ Heb, xiii. 15. 
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1. Bleſſing God's Name on ſuch Occaſions 
doth not exclude a becoming Grief at the Loſs 
of near and dear Relatives. A Stoical Inſen- 
ſhility when we are thus exerciſed, is fo far 


ment, that I ſhould look on it as a Fudgment ; 
and what we ſhould rather guard againſt, if 
in any Danger of it, than endeavour after. 
'Tis as criminal, if not more ſo, to deſpiſe 
the Chaſtemng of the Lord, as to faint when 
we are rebuked of him t. God is ſpeaking to us 
at ſuch Times. His Rod bath a Voice, and we 
ſhould defire to hear it, and What he, who hath 
appointed it, would have us learn thereby +. 
God is contending with us, and we ſhould ſe- 
riouſly enquire wherefore it is. And if we are 
not quite blind, we ſhall ſoon ſee, there is a 
Cauſe, and that this Cauſe is Sin. 

We may weep ; nay, I think, it becometh us 
to be ſo concerned, when it is thus with us; 
and it would look as if we were void of na- 
tural Affection, if we were not. It is an im- 
moderate Sorrow only which is forbidden; that 
b, when we fo far indulge it, as thereby to 
unfit ourſelves for the Duties which are in- 


cumbent on us. When Sarah died, we are 


told, Abraham mourned for her *. And Jacob, 


though he had Eleven other Sons living, webt 


exceedingly, when he thought Foſeph was 
dead ; being made to believe by his other Sons, 


t Heb. xii. 5. + Mic. vi. 9. Gen. xxiii. 2, 


from being an Attainment, or an Accompliſh- 


who 
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(142 } 
who had fold him, that ſome evil Beaſt had de. 
woured him. Indeed, One would think he loved 
this Son of his too much: For 'tis ſaid, He loved 
Foſeph more than all his Children; which mad: 
him almoſt inconſolable for the ſuppoſed Loſs 
of him *. But, 
2, It ſuppoſeth, chat we are far from think. 

* and much farther from ſpeaking, hard 
of God. In what an unbecoming Manner have 
ſome expreſſed themſelves on ſuch Occaſions? 
And though we may ſet a Watch before our 
Mouths, and ſo keep the Door of our Lips 
as not to offend with our Tongues, yet are 
not ſuch Thoughts ready to ariſe in our Minds 
as we cannot defend, but muſt be aſhamed of, 
as God knows them altogether ? However, gra- 
cious Souls will not allou, but ſtri ve againſt 
them, and be humbled for them. They hate 
"vain Thoughts +, and therefore, to be. ſure, 
icked Thoughts, which all hard Thoughts of 
God are. They know, All on this Side Hell 
is Mercy ; and therefore no living Man car 
have any Reaſon to complain ; and They leaſt 
of all, whom God hath been ſo good and 
kind to. 

They have enough. to ſapport them under 
the heavieſt Afflictions: Not only, to keep 
them from murmuring, but enable them to 
refoice, and bleſs the Name of the Lord _ 

Go 


* Gen, xxxvii. 3, 33, Oc. + Pfal. cxix, 11 3: 
T Lam. iii. 39. . a 
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Cod. What can any outward Trouble be, 
even the Loſs of the deareſt Relations (and I 
ſuppoſe, it will be allowed, that few, if any, 
exceed this) to Thoſe who know, that God 
hath made with them an everlaſting Covenant, 
erdered in all Things and ſure? David was, 
perhaps, as affectionate a Father as moſt ever 
were; and yet he could ſolace himſelf with 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe, when ſeveral of his 
Children had been cut off by Death, even tho! 
he had but little Ground to hope Nor ons. 
their State for Eternity “. 

We ate not to bleſs God for! ſuch 
Strokes, in themſelves conſidered, | They may 
be called Evils, as Sin is the Occaſion or pro- 
curing Cauſe of them. Had it not been for 
Sin, there had been no Sorrow of any Kind. 
It was That made way for This, and uſhered 
it into the World. "Sin is not only the Parent 
of Death +, but of all the other Evils to which 
we are liable while in this Worlc. 

God'vifits us for our Iniquities with Rods 
ond Stripes; and how often may we /ee our, 
Sin in our Puniſhment? When we confider 
Things, ye cannot but perceive What it is 
1 hath provoked God to deal thus with 

As ſure as ever Believers pleaſe them- 
(hoe too much with any Creature-Enjoyment, 
and let it have more "of thetr Hearts than they 
” ought, 

* 2 Sam. xxiii. . 2 oF Rom. v. 12. 


and know nothing? ® 


( 14 ) 


ought, God will either. embitter it to them, 0 


tale it from them. Parents are, for the moſt 


part, very deſirous of having Children, and too 
fond of them when they have them; ready to 
ſet their Affections too much on them. And 
what is the Conſequence? Why, they often 


prove Heart-breakings to them, and bring 


down their gray Hairs with Sorrow to the 
Grave; or God ſees it neceſſary 


10 remove 
them, that we may keep cloſer zo him, and 
walk more conſtantly as well as humbly with 
him. But, „„ 

4. And laſtly, We ſhould bleſs God, or praiſe 
his Name, at ſuch times, becauſe we may be 
aſſured, if we are true Believers, that he de- 
ſigns to do us Good thereby, though we at preſent 
perhaps, cannot ſee how, The very ſame 
Things which are Judgments to the Wicked, 
are not ſo to the Godly ; but are ſent in Mercy 
to them, and intended for their Advantage. 
How often doth God bring Good ont: of Euil, 
and Light out of Darkneſs ? Providence is fre- 
quently very myſter iaus, and we know not What 
to make of its Diſpenſations; how to ac- 
count for them, and reconcile them with 
God's Love to us, and the Promiſes he hath 
made in the Covenant of Grace, on aubich he 
hath cauſed us to hape. But is This at all to be 
wondered at, ſince we are but af Yeflerday, 


0 Jacob 
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Jacob was a very good Man, and had had 
large Experience of God's Goodneſs and Care; 
ind yet, when he thought 7 Joſep was dead,and 
was told, that Simeon was detained in Egypt, 
and that Benjamin muſt go thither alſo, he 
cries out, All theſe things are againſt me *. But 
All, who read the following Part of that moſt 
delightful and affecting Story, know, that he 
was miſtaken. And his being bereaved of Jo- 
ſeph was the Means which God had appointed 
for the Preſervation of him and his Family, in 
the Famine that laſted ſeven Years. Foſeph's 
Brethren thought Evil againſt him when they 
fold him, hoping they ſhould get rid of a 
troubleſome Dreamer; little imagining, this was 
the very Way in which bis Dreams, that gave 
them ſo much Diſturbance, were to be ac- 
compliſhed. But God meant it for Good, as 
Foſeph told them +. 

We are often at a Loſs with reſpect to God's 
providential Government of the World, and 
eſpecially in What more nearly concerns our 
ſelves. But That in Rom. viii. 28, is enough 
to ſolve all Difficulties : Ve know that all J. hings 
work together for Good, to them that love God. 
We cannot tell how This ſhould be: And 


what then? Therefore cannot God order, that 


it ſhall be ſo? None in their right Senſes will 
argue thus. But if every thing works toge- 
ther for Good, then This among the Reſt, And 

[© therefore 


Gen. xlii, 36. + Chap. I. 20. 


( 16:) 

therefore I will hope, and quietly wait for the 
Salvation of the Lord. If we have but a little 
Patience, we ſhall ſee Things cleared up. And 
though What God is doing wwe know not now, 
yet we ſhall know hereafter ; as our Lord told 
Peter . 

III. The Second general Head is, 10 demon- 
ſtrate the Truth of the Propoſition, or make it 
appear, that it is our Duty to bleſs God, not 
only when he gives, but alſo then he takes 
away 

Moſt, 1 fear, are not ſo thankful as they 
ought to be for the Favours which they daily 
receive from God. All are too apt t forget 
his Benefits. However, though there are but 
Few, who will not at leaſt own, that it is our 
Duty to bleſs God at ſuch times; yet this 
other Duty, I mean of praifing God, when he 
18 depriving us of earthly Comforts, 2s @ ver 
bard Saying ; and the'Thoughts of moſt Hearts 
are, Who can hear it 4? But when Grace is in 
lively Exerciſe, we can, not only bear to hear 
it, but can prafiife it too. And there is a __ 
deal of Reaſon for it: 

As in general, Tis God, who both aver * 
fakes away, And he is infinite in all Perfee- 
tions. Therefore he muſt know What is firte/? 
to be done; What is moſt for his own Glory, 


as well as beſt for us. But to mention forme 
Particulars. 


3 - ri Go 
1 Jahn xii. 7. 4 Chap. vi. 66. 
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iſt. God only takes What he freely gave, or 
rather lent us. 

2dly. He never told us, we ſhould always enjoy 
our Relations, or that he would not call for them. 
zZaͤly. God may do this as an infinite Sovereign; 
nor will he give an Account of any of his Mat- 
ters, But | 

Athly. He is righteous in all bis Ways. 

5thly. He might have taken them much ſooner. 

othly. He might have deprived us of all other 
Comforts, both temforal and ſpiritual. 

7thly. If our deceaſed Relations were truly 
religious, or made Partakers of ſaving Grace, 
God hath taken them out of a finful, troubleſome 
World, and at the Time which he thought beſt. 

8hly. And laſtly, Though God hath taken 
them from us, be hath taken them to Himſelf. 

1. God, at ſuch times as we are ſpeaking 
of, only takes What he freely gave, or rather 
lent us. As, when we advance any thing to- 
wards the Support of his Intereſt in the World, 
we only give bim of bis own : So when God 
takes Relations from us, he takes but of 51s 
own. We called them ours, but they are his, 
his Creatures and Property. He hath a better 
Right to them than we. All Creatures are 
his. He made them, and therefore muſt have 
a Right to diſpoſe of them as he thinketh fit. 
And though he intruſts them to us, and com- 
mits them to our Care, he may, whenever he 

1 pleaſes, 
le Gn. . 1. 


(8) 
pleaſes, demand them of us. God was not 
obliged to give us Children, Some are de- 


nied this Bleſſing, this Heritage of the Lord, 


or his Reward, as they are called *. Conſe- 


quently he can be under no Obligation to con- 
tinue them always with us. 

2. God never told us, we ſhould always enjoy 
our Relations, or that he would not call for 
them. There is no ſuch Promiſe as this in 
all the Bible. Tis true, when God beſtows 
ſpecial or ſaving Blefſmgs on Any, he will 
never take them away from the happy Poſ- 
ſeſſors of them. Theſe Gifts of God are with- 
out Repentance . He never revoketh any ſuch 
Grants as theſe. But This cannot be ſaid of 
any temporal Bleſſing whatſoever. There are 
none of this kind, of which we may not be 
deprived ; none but what we muſt leave at 
Death, if they do not leave us before. 

Grace | is an incorruptible Seed t. And where 
it is once ſown, or implanted, it always remains. 
It may be in a manner ixviſible, and, as it 
were, buried: But it is not dead. It ; is in- 
deed immortal. It cannot die, but will live 
for ever. Whereas, the neareſt Relations, 
ſuch as are moſt valuable in themſelves, and 
molt dear to us, are mortal. The beſt of Men are 
dying Creatures, And therefore it muſt be 
the greateſt Folly to truſt in Man, whoſe Breath 
is in bis Noſtrils &, who #5 but Fleſb and pi 

comet 


* Pia Cxxvii. 3. Rom xi. 29. f 1 Pet. i. 23. 
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cometh forth as a Flower, and is ſoon cut down. 
We ſhould truſt in the Lord alone, and for ever; 
for be 1s the living God, and with him there is 
everlaſting Strength r. 

4. God may do this as an infinite Sovereign; 
nor. «ll he give an Account of any of his Mat- 
ters, It is Madneſs to ſtrive againſt God. 
Potſherds of the Earth might, if that could be, 
much better ſtrive with the Potter; for God 
is infinitely greater than Man *. God is an ab- 
ſolute Sovereign, and doth What be pleaſeth 
both in Heaven and on Earth. And as None 
can controul him, or ſtay his Hand, ſo None 
ſrould ſay to him, What doſt thou || ? Shall Duft 
and Aſhes expect the moſt High God to give an 
Account of his Proceedings, and the Reaſons 
of them, to them? I am ſure, it would be 
very unbecoming for us to deſire it, and dar- 
ing Preſumption to demand it of him. How 
abſurd, as well as wicked, is it, to pretend to 
bring God to our Bar? How provoking to 
him? How dangerous to our ſelves? But, 

4. God is righteous in all bis Ways. He 
cannot but be ſo. He can no more be un- 
righteous or unjuſt than unholy. What is 
uſually ſaid of our Kings, That they can do no 
Wrong, Thoſe who are about them being 
chargeable with Whatever is amiſs, is ſtrictiy 
and properly true of God. We may ſome- 
| | | 4 - times 
+ Chap, xvi. 4. „ Job xxxii. 12, 13. | Dan. iv. 35. 
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times be ready to find Fault with Me. 
thods of his Government; but whenever 
we are ſo, tis owing to Ignorance and Un- 
Belie,. And They, who are moſt forward to 
charge God fooliſhly now, will, if not brought 
to Repentance, be moſt afhamed in the Day 
of Judgment. I am perſuaded, the Damned 
1 will own the Equity of that dread- 
ful Sentence, which will then be paſt upon 
them; and think, if not ſay, The Lord is 
righteous, when he ſends them to Hell, and 
orders them away into everlaſting Puniſhment, 
What Appearance of Injuſtice is there in 
God's removing from us Such as were the 
Defire of our Eyes, and almoſt as dear to us as 
our own Souls? ſeeing, as I ſhewed before, 

they are by no means ſo much ours as his. 

5. God might have taken them much ſooner. 
We may think, they are gone foo ſoon ; but 
God was under no Obligation to continue 
them /o long with us; to be ſuch a Comfort 
to us, and give us ſo much Satisfaction, as, 
perhaps, they did, before they were removed 
from us. And this is a good Reaſon why we 
| ſhould bleſs God at ſuch Times. Many do 
not enjoy their Relations ſo long, and have not 


fo much Ground to bope concerning them, when 
they are gone, as we have. 

6, God might have deprived-us of all other 
Comforts, both temporal and ſpiritual, We 
have forfeited every Good, and ſhould _ 
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had no Reafon to complain, if God had taken 
away all our Children; and in the ſame manner 
too, or in a way equally awful and terrible 
with that, in which he took away Job's. 

Arid he might have ſtript us of all other 
worldly Comforts and brought us to Povert 
that inſtead of having Plenty of. every ding, 
we — have been in Want. 


od might alſo have taken he Goſpel from 


us, or brought us into ſuch Circumſtances as 
might have deprived us of Opportunities of 
hearing the Word, and even of reading it: 
The Caſe of Many of our Proteſtatit Brethren 
abroad, in Poprſh Countries. 
| Nay, God might alſo have 6:4 his Fact 
from us, and denied us @ Senſe of bis Love, or 
comforting Preſence. This, 1 believe, was 
by much the greateſt of all Job's Troubles. 
We have him complaining in the Bitterneſs 
of his Soul, O that I knew where 1 might find 
bim! vis. God: Behold 1 go forward, — be 
is not there; and det, but I cannot per- 
cei ue bim. On the left Hand, where be doth 
work, but I cannot behold hi m: He hideth 
himfelf on the right Hand, that I cannot ſee 
him *. What Reaſon have we to bleſs God, 
if ie is not ſo with us? 

If our deceaſed Relations were truly re- 
ligious, or made Pattakers of. ſaving Grace, 
God barb taken them out of a ſinful, troubleſome 
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World, and at the Time which he thought beſt. 
For my part, I don't fee What there is in this 
World to tempt Any to deſire a long Stay in it, 
if they have good Hope through Grace, that they 
are prepared for another; unleſs it be to bring 
Glory to God, ſerve thetr Generation accord- 
ing to his. Will, and do Good to others. All 
muſt allow, that the preſent is an evil World. 
There is a great deal of Sin in it, and there- 
fore of Sorrow ; from both which Believers 
are completely and eternally delivered as ſoon 
as. they leave it. In the upper World there 
is neither Temptation without, nor Corruption 
within, The Inhabitants there are out of all 
Danger of ever ſinning more; and conſe- 
quently there will be no more Death, neither 


Sorrow, nor Crying, nor the leaſt» Pain, nor 


Sickneſs ; for all theſe Things will be for ever 
paſſed away *. | | CITY | 
8. And laſtly, Though God: hath taken them 
from us, be hath taken them to himſelf." And 
I am ſure, fo be with God and Chriſt is far 
better , than to remain with us in this Vale 
of Tears : at leaſt, better for them; and we 
ſhould not envy their Happineſs, but rejoice at 
it. They are no longer preſent with us; but 
they are in the more immediate Preſence of 
God, ' where there is Fulneſs of Foy, and 
- Pleaſures for evermore . The Places which 
knew them while . here, | ſhall know ' them no 
"IO" II | amore ; 
* Rev. xxi. 4 / Phil. i, 29. ] "Pfal. xvi. 11. 
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more; but they are got to @ much better Place, 
They are gone from us; but they are gone 70 
Chriſt, whom their Souls loved, He hath re- 
ceived their Spirits, which they committed 
into his Hands. We weep for them; but God 
bath wiped away all Tears from their Eyes. 

I might add, if we are true Believers, our 
pious Relatives, whoſe Death we lament, are 
only gone to Heaven a little before us. And 
though they wilt never return to us, it can- 
not be long before we ſhall go to them, We 
ſhall meet again in our heavenly Father's Houſe, 


never to part more. This was what com- 


forted David at the Death of his Child, whoſe 
Life he was very deſirous of, and pleaded 
_ earneſtly with God to ſpare *. 


III. The third and laſt Thing is the Appli- | 


cation. 

1, If what hath been faid is true, Nothing 
comes by Chance. To me Chance ſeems to be 
a Word without any determinate Meaning : 
Nor do I believe, they, who ſo often make 
uſe of it, can explain it to us, and perhaps 
ſcarce underſtand themſelves What they in- 
tend by it. Aflidtion cometh not forth of the 
Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the 


Ground +. If à Sparrow doth not fall on the 


Ground without our Father t, ſurely Men, who 
are of ſo much more Value than many Sparrows, 


fall not into the Grave without God's Per- 
F D miiſſion, 


2 Sam, xi. 16,23, f Job v. 6. f Mat .x 29, 37, 


— — — — — 
_ = - — 
— = Ser © 23233 OD —ͤ—ũ—ñ— — oe gd. —— — — 
* —— 2 . ” * prom a 


_ was —— — -, 1 SWEEPS 2; 
— .* 7 7 2 8 
2 — 8 — 8 


eee 


(24) 

miſſion, or Appointment. He ordereth All; 
as to the Time, Place and Manner of our 
Death. 

2. How unbecomingly do they att, who are 
ready to murmur againſt God, when deprived 
of valuable Relations? So far are Such from 
behaving like Chriſtians, that they do not be- 
have like Men. Many of the Heathens my 
ſhame them. 

2. How miſerable muſt they be, who do not 
believe and eye the Providence of God in their 
Afiidtions ? How do ſuch Perſons diſtreſs 
themſelves with vain Imaginations ! Had This 
been done, or That omitted, my Huſband, my 
Wife, or my Child had not died ; not conſider- 
ing, that there is an appornted Time to Man ; 
that his Days are determined of God, and the 
Number of his Months are with him, 2oho bath 
fixed the Bounds of our Lives, as well as of our 
Habitations, which we cannot paſs . 

4. What an excellent thing is Grace ! How 
much do Believers excel Others? So they 
ſhould do; otherwiſe to what Purpoſe is the 
Giace of God beſtowed on them ? What 
Burthens cannot they bear, while they lean 
on Chriſt their Beloved ? They can then 
even rejoice in Tribulations.” ** 'Tis all as my 
Heavenly Father ſees meet; and he is infi- 
** nitely wiſe and gracious. He deſigns my 
*© Good by all theſe Troubles; and therefore 


40 * ſurely 
* Job xy. 5. 
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te ſurely I ought to ſay, and will ſay, Bled 
ce be the Name of the Lord.” i 

What a Variety of Afflictions did David 
meet, with ! And yet he reſolved to bleſs the 
Lord at all Times; and that. his Praiſe ſhould 
continually be in hs Mouth x. And he called 
on other humble Souls to join with him in 
magnifying the Lord. Let us, ſays he, exalf 
his Name together +. 
5. Let us endeauour to be weaned From the 
neareſt Relations and deareſt Friends, to the 
End We may the more eafily part with them, 
whenever God thinks it to call for them. The 
looſer our Hearts are from them, the better. 
We are deprived of Friends, becanſe we truſted 
too much in them, and expected too much 
from them; and of Children, becauſe we ſet 
our Affections too much on them: And we ſee 
our Error when it is too late. I have heard of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, who would frequently 
ſay to Parents, Take heed you don't love your Chil- 
4 into their Graves. Link them we may 
and ſhould ; but theſe dear little Thieves, as 
we may call them, are very apt to ///a/ away 
our Hearts, which we find it very difficult to 
recover again. 
6. and laſtly, 7 "ON may — ys fo the 
Death of godly Relations. The Lord hath taken 
them to Heaven, to be for ever with bim. 
Their Bodies, it is true, are laid in the cold 

3 D 2 5 „ 8 
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and filent Grave; but, before we attended them 
thither, their Souls. were received up into 
Gbr y; even as ſoon as they left their Habita- 
tions of Clay, When Lazarus died, he, i. e. 
his Soul, was immediately carried by the An- 
gels into Abraham's Boſom *. And our Lord, 
when on the Croſs, promiſed the penitent 
Thief, who was crucified with him, that he 
ſhould that very Day be with him in Paradiſe 7. 
1 As our deceaſed godly Relations did, as Ste- 
| pben, commit their departing Spirits into the 
Hands of Chriſt, we may be aſſured, he re- 
ceived them, and will keep them to the Great 
Da 
And their Bodies alſo, which, becauſe they 
fee Corruption, we were obliged to bury out of 
our Sight, and commit to the Ground, and 
which the Worms will feed faoeetly on, ſhall riſe 
again, and be re-united to — Souls. For, 
as the Soul doth not at all fleep with the 
Body in the Grave, but at Death returns 76 
God who gave it Þ ; ſo neither ſhall the Body 
fleep there for ever. Nor can I conceive w 
zt ſhould be thought d Thing incredible with: Any, 
that GOD ſhould raije the Dead F. With Men, 
indeed, it is mpofſtble; but not with God. 
What can be difficult to One, whoſe Power, 
as well as Underſtanding, is infinite? Did not 
God create this World out * "ER j By 
(FL aith 
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Faith we underſtand, that the Things which 
are ſeen were not made of Things which do 
appear ||. Suppoſe the Particles of Matter, 
of which our Bodies conſiſt, ſhould be ſcat- 
tered to never ſo great a Diſtance from 
each other, and undergo never ſo many 
Changes, doth not the all- ſeeing Eye of God 
diſcern. where they are? And cannot the Arm 
of his Omnipotence collect them together, 
and form them again into their reſpective 
Bodies? Beſides, the Bodies of Believers are 
united to Chriſt even in the Grave, and are to 
reſt there only till the Reſurrection: For when 
the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall ap- 
pear the ſecond Time, namely, at the Day of 
Judgment, he will, as a quickening Head, 
raiſe and change them, that they may be fa- 
ſhioned like unto his own glorious Body *®. And 
when he hath openly acknowledged and ac- 
quitted them, and' condemned the Wicked, 
and bid the Latter depart from him into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels; he will conduct his People to the 
Kingdom which was prepared for them from the 
Foundation of the World ; and preſent them 
faultheſs: before the Preſence of bis Glory, «61th 
exceeding Foy ; and they ſhall live and reign 
with him for ever and ever. Wherefore let us 
comfort one another avith theſe Words rf. 


- 
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But they were very dear o u. 

In all Probability too dear. And N may 
be the Reaſon! why God; took them from. us, 
© But they were very bopeſul and promiſing. 

It may be, you had raiſed your Expecta- 
tions of them too high, and promiſed youre 
ſelves too much from them. 

Oh, but they might have been very uſeful i in 
their Day, if God had ſpared them. 

But it is plain, he had no Need of, them, 
and no farther Work for them here. 

But they were pious and godly. | 
The fitter then to die, and go to Heaven. 
It will, perhaps, be expected, I Chould ſay 
Something concerning that young Perſon, my 
dear and only Son, whom, you will believe, 
I loved (it .may be, too much) and whoſe 
Death is the Occaſion of this Diſcourſe. Giv- 

ing flattering Titles to Any, is what, I hope 
my Soul abhorreth. And it would very ill 4 
come me to do it in reſpect of One who was 
ſo near to me. What ] ſhall mention will be 
with a Deſign to advance the Glory of FRet- 
GRACE,. which, I know, mates One to differ 
From Another... And if the Deceaſed was. in 
any Reſpect better than ſome Others, it aba. 
by the Grace of God he «vas what. he was. 

I ſhall not enlarge on his natural 225 
ments, and his great Diligence in improving 

I them ; 


. 
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them * . his ric Regard to Truth; he not 
having, that I know of, ever been found in 
a Falſhood ;----nor his conſtant Attendance on 
aa public 


* I received the following Letter from the Reverend 
Mr. Waller his Tutor: 
| Plaiſterer's-Hall, March 7, 17 48-9. 
Dear S I N, cole Be? FIN 

I heartily ſympathize with you under your AMic- 
tion for the Loſs of your Son, who was one of the 
moſt promiſing and hopeful Youths I ever knew. It 
brings. a Gloom upon my Mind, . as it muſt renew 
your Grief, to make mention of him. His agreeable 
Behaviour and unuſual Progreſs in Learning, during 
the ſhort Time he was under my "Tuition, had greatly 
endeared | him to me. He was with me, I think, only 
about a Year and Half; and in fo little time he learned 
more than common Genius's do in ſeveral Years. He 
could read Latin, Greek and Hebrew very readily, with- 
out any previous Acquaintance with thoſe Languages. He 
ſeemed to have a natural Turn for Mathematics. He un- 
derſtood the Elements of Algebra and Geometry, the Prin- 
ciples of Geography and Aftronomy, only by hearing my Lec- 
tures on thoſe Branches to the Gentlemen of the Aca- 
demy. I had a particular Pleaſure in him, and promiſed 
myſelf a great deal more in a Genius of ſuch a Caſt, It 
preſaged to my Mind Something above the common Rate 
concerning him in future Life, had it pleaſed God to 
ſpare him. ] hope and pray, you may be ſupported under 
ſo ſevere a Trial. Mo hath reſiſted his Will; or, who 
art thou, O Man, that replieſt again God? 

Verily Man at his beſt Eſtate is Vanity; be cometh forth 
as a Flnuer, and is cut down ; he fleeth as a Shadow, and 
continueth not, Tam, | 

„ * Un 


Yours, e. 5 
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public Ordinances ; which were his Delight; 
and his retiring to bis Cloſet, when be was re- 
turned home from God's Houſe, and commuttin 
to Writing What he could recollect of the Ser- 
mons he had been bearing. But I will confine 
myſelf to fome remarkable Particulars in his 
laſt Sickneſs, which as they were no ſmall Sa- 
tisfaction to myſelf and All about him, will, 
I am perſuaded, be, in the Rehearſal, a great 
Pleaſure to you. And Oh that they may, 
thro' the Divine Bleſſing, be of ſome Service to 
Young Ones, and, in a more eſpecial manner, 
to Thoſe of you, who were acquainted with 
him; with a particular View to whom I col- 
lected, and ſhall now deliver the following 
Things. 

It was a very long Tiineſs he was viſited 
with, of above Eighteen Weeks Continuance ; 
and the Affliction All muſt allow to have 
been exceeding heavy. But he was enabled, 
through Grace, to bear it with great Pa- 
Hence. | 
He could not be eaſy without Famih- 
Prayer in his Room every Day, Mad 
and Evening, when confined to his Bed; whic 
was continued to the laſt Evening of his Life. 
He was very defirous that his Friends ſhould 
pray for him. And when I told him, they 
did remember him in their Prayers, he ſaid, 
J am obliged to them; I fand in great Need of 
it : But I hope, they pray for my Soul as well as 
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my Body; that is what. I would be moſt con- 
cerned 2 As for my Bach. J am "ay eaſy - 
hat becomes of i i, 

At another time he ſaid. to me, 7 hays fuch 
a bard Heart; that ] can't pray as I would. 1 
told him, a Senſe of this was a good vign ; 
and that he would not have complained of the 
Hardneſs of his Heart, if it had not been in 
ſome meaſure ſoftened : That he knew, Prayer 
did not conſiſt in a Multitude of Words; but 
that God was acquainted with our Thoughis; 
and that I was perſuaded he defired ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, Sc. To which he anſwered, My 
Heart is fo deceitful, Tcan't truſt it. At another 
Time he ſaid, I am jo peſtered with vain 
Thoughts, 1 ſearce know what to do, and ſhould 
be glad if 1 could have my Mind filled with good 
Ti — LING. 
He was very jealous of himſelf, I am 4 raid, 
faid he, left my 1 ſhould only be of H ell, 
One Night 1 bad ſome Comfort ; hut 1am afraid 
bf it ſeould not be right ; though, i, be knew 
any thing of his own Heart, dfired to love 
God and Chrik. 
I aſked him, what he thought of his own 
Righteouſneſs? He anſwered, he booked upon it 
4s 'Notbing, and his whole Dep pendance was on 
Chriſt. I cannot but believe be 1s al to ſave the 
Chief of Sinners. Satan, ſaid he, bath been 
very buſy auth me, endeatouring 10 Gerſuad: me 
it , Time enough : But be bad ſeen through it, 
| So A hich 
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A fich Bed, aid he, is a very unfit Time; Per. 
Jens have then enough to do to grapple "with 
their Diſerders. He expreſſed his Fear leſt 
he had reſiſted the Holy Spirit, and that he had 
withdrawn from him: That he had never been 
pricked in bis Heart, &c. You will ſuppoſe 
1 ſaid what I could to ſitisfy and comfort him, 
I told him, God had various Ways of bringing 
home Sinners to himſelf, And that ſuch as 
had a religious Education, and had been ſo 
happy as to be favoured with” reſtraining 
Grace, did not ordinarily feel ſo much Horror 
and Terror, as other greater Sinners were 
made to feel in their Converſion. AY 

About an Hour before his Death, though 
he had dozed and talked much in his 2 p, the 
greateſt Part of the preceding Day and Night, 
he ſpoke very ſenſibly. He perceived himſelf 
going, and bid us all farewel, who were for- 
rowingabout him. Farewel, Farewel, Farewel, 
ſaid he, Iam dying ; God Bleſs you all, 0 God 
draw me to thy ſelf at this Time, I intreat 
thee. Draw me, and I will run after thee <<. 
O Lord hear me now I cry to thee.----1 will not 
let thee go, except thou 2 5 me.---- Lord Feſius 
receive my Spirit. I told him, I did not — 
but God had drawn him with the Cords of 
5 Love. I Hope jo, ſaid he. I ſaid to him, I 
am perſuaded, God hath loved you with an 
cverſaſting Love, and that he will love you 


for ever, [ know, he returned, where God 
. boveth 
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loveth' once; be will love unto the Ends I will 
neuer leave thee, nor forſake thee ; and added, 
But wwe can't love him, unleſs he firſt loveth us. 
I told him, I hoped he was going to a Place 
where he would ſing Hallelvjahs to God and 
Chriſt for ever. To which he replied, DE- 
LIGHTFUL WoRk ! Theſe were, I think, 
the laſt Words he ſpoke; in a very few Mi- 
nutes after which, he fell affeep (I truſt in 
Jeſus, without Sigh or Groan. | 
And now, my dear young Friends, let me 
beſeech you to conſider the End of his Conver- 

ſation, Beg of God to give you Grace, that 
you may live the Life of the Righteous ; and 
then you may be aſſured, you will die his 
Death, and your laſt End will be like his. 
Don't content yourſelves with going to and 
from the Place of the Holy; but make Con- 
{cience of ſecret Prayer; and be earneſt with 
God, that, as you are trained up by your 
pious Parents in the May you ſhould go, you 
may never depart from it *. See to it, that 
you have ar Intereſt in Chriſt, Without this 
you can have no Security, much leſs can you 
have Comfort in 4 dying Hour. Yeu find 
Others die as young as you. Whatever was 
praiſe · worthy in thoſe who are gone before, en- 
deavour to imitate ; and be Followers of them, 
' who, through Faith and Patience, do now in- 
berit the Promiſes J. | ; 

* Prov. xxli. 6. t Heb. vi. 12, 
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Publ ifhed 92 the fame Author, 


PROFESSION of Faith argued from 

the Prieſthood of Chriſt. In a Sermon 
preached at a Meeting of Miniſters at Ipſwich, 
Publifhed at the Requeſt of Miniſters and People. 
The Second Edition. Price Four-pence. 


2. Right Way of Preaching Chriſt opened, 
and enforced, In a Sermon preached at a Meeting 
of Miniſters at Chelmsford. Pabliſhed at the Re- 
queſt of the Paſtor, other Miniſters, and the Con- 
gregation, Price Six-pence. 


45 Faith the beſt Preſervative Fee” Fainting, 
arewel Sermon preached at Braintree, March | 
the 21ſt, 1741-2. Price S1X-PENce. 


4. Truft in God a Remedy en Believers 
Fears. Being the Subſtance of two Sermons preached 
in New Court, in the Time of the late antun 
Rebellion. Prince Six-pence, 
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Maſter FOSBPH PITTS, 


Who Japarned this Life, February 23, ie 
in the 16th Year of his Age, addreſſed to 
the Revd, Mr. Pi1TTs, the Father of the 
Deceaſed, 


 Inmodicis brevis eft alas, et rara Seneftus. 
MARTIA L. 


: - 


Ye ſooth a Das $ agonizing Woe, -- 
Such as a Parent's Breaſt alone can know, 
The? my young Branches flouriſh round 

my Board. 

And the ſweet Hopes of future Life afford, 

L inly rouch'd with ſympathetic Smart, 

Would fain convey, a Cordial to your Heart, 

1 grant, Dear Sir, the Loſs chat you —— 

Claims the full Tear, and vindicates the Groan W 
For who in Death an only Son can view, 


A Son, where each adorning SCIENCE grew, 
A Son, 


3 APOEM, &c. 
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A Son, o'er whoſe diſtinguiſh'd Days 8 Youth 
Spread the fair Blooms of PIETY and Txurk, 
And not indulge fond Nature in her Sighs, 
Her downcaſt Anguiſh, and her ſtreaming Eyes? 
But ſtill, my Friend, amidſt the Storm of Grief 
Check the wild Surges, and admit Relief; | 
Know that kind Heav'n enlightens o'er the Gloom, 
And gives thy Joys to bloſſom from the Tomb: 
O let not Sorrow's large deſcending Dew _ 
Dim over thine Eyes, and hide them from thy View. 
Think, think how much thou ow ſt to gracious 
_ Heavn oh | 
That to thy Arms ſo rich a Boon was giv'n : 
How did his early. Days and Months impart 
A Glow of Tranſport to thy tender Heart? 
How raptur'd thou in that auſpicious Hour 
When Reaſon's Bud diſclos'd the latent Pow'r? | 


How high the Bliſs that o'er thy Boſom flow d, 


When his young Ear drank in celeſtial Good, 
When half-form'd Sentences, and filial Smiles 
Kindled thy Hopes, and overpaid thy Toils ? 
And ſure *twas Blefling Life's rough Tract to ſtrow 
With flow'ry Pleaſures, and beguile thy Woe. 
But when thy Child to youthful Years attain'd, 
And, like the Sun's aſcending Fires, had gain'd 


* 


2 
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"A POEM, &&. 

A warmer Zeal, and more diffuſibe Light, 
Though diſtant ſtill from his meridian Height: 
When he with proſp*rous Pains explor'd the Mines, 
Where LEA RNINO's Md va R 

ſhines; | ol C5 
When he, koh the dark dard Wa, 'A 
Aim'd the ſtrait Path to everlaſting Day, 
Watch'dat fair W 15DoM's Gate 1 
And learnt to know his Maker's Pleaſure there, 
How waſt thou eau ? honour'd, _ mm 

Thee 
A rand ſhould riſe, . 8 8 
A Youth: alike prepar'd for either State, ae 
To traverſe Life, or meet the Blow of Fate, 
Or here to dwell divinely good and wiſe, 
Or ſpring triumphant to the better Skies. 1 

« What you ſuggeſt, methinks, I hear you ay, 
« Augments my Griefs, but never can allaß: 
« For if ſublime in heav*nly Graces he, 
« Then I'm ſupreme in hopeleſs Miſery, 
« Since cruel Death, that made my Child his P rey, 
« Has ſnatch'd his Virtues and- his Charms away.” 
But ceaſe, my Friend: has net the Lord of all 

A ſov'reign Right his Favours to recall? 
Are not thy Children more his own than thine, 
Their Reaſon his, and his the Grace divine ? 

| Then 


A POEM, &c. 

Then tax not Heav'n, as harſh.in its Decree, 
That rather lent than gave thy Son to thee, 
But, as th* unfai ling Cure of thy Diſtreſs, 
And may thy Soul admit this full Redreſs! 
O let thy Faith tranſcend the Bounds of Time, 
And trace the Joys, immortal and ſublime, 
The Saint poſſeſſes in the bliſsful Plains, 
Mae: Light unclouded ſhines; Ang Life eternal 

eig: 3 5 
Thitherz oh e may fl thou bend thy way, 
And feel, while riſing to the Realms of Day, 
This new-Attraftive-to that World above, 
That to thy Son rejoin'd thou ſoon ſhale prove 
Infinite Bliſs, and Extacy of Love: 
Mean time be thankful that to thee lis giv'n 
To den mann c * —_ 
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